FART TI: AN ATTEMFT AT RECONSTRUCTION

CHAPTER 5

A GENETIC-HISTORICAL STUDY OF DOOYEWEERD'S LINES OF DEVELOPMENT

First of all 1t would be helpful to put together =ome of the more
esmphatic stresses and lines of development in Dooyewesrd's thinking so
that our reconstruction will be better underatooed,

From the bsginning Dooyeweerd saw that historiclem was a tremendous
fos of reformationsl thinking and 1ife,l In particular, he felt that ti.
thinking of the leadars of the Anti-revolutionary Party had capltulated
to & modified historicism. In many places and in different connections

we see his critique of Groen van Prinstsr snd espectally Stahl.? Anether

1. Dooywweerd, "Het vraagstuk der gemeentemonopolies in het belang der
volksgezondheid, hoofdrakeli}k beschouwd in het licht van de nieuwe
opvattingen in eeke de bedrijfsyrijheid,” Themis, LXIXI {1520), pp.
126-151. Dooyeweard, "Het Calwinistisch beginsel der souvereinitsit
in eigen kring als staatkundig beginsel,” Nederland en Oranjie, IV
(1923), pp. 96-99, 185-189; V (1924), pp. B-15, 27-31, 71-76, In
these tuwo articles the enemy is Socialism, but ths features of his-
toricism are prasent, Later he goes deeper into the historic bas=is
of the "genersl welfare" cultural state, In Calvinisme en Natuwur-
recht {Amerafoort, W. van Wijngen, 1925), Dooyeweerd shows a clear
awareness of historicise especially as it relates to Stahl, In
"Twee¥rlel kritlek," Anti-revelutionaire Staatkunde, IT (1926), pp,
12-13, he speaks of anti-revolution and ralativism, See alsmo
Dooysweerd, De Beteekenis der Wetsidee voor Rechtswetenschap en
Rechtsphilosophie (Kampent J. H. Kok, 1926), pp. 12-46; "De univer-
saliteit der rechtsgedachte an de idee van den Jultuurstaat,” Alman-.
van het Studentencorps asn de Vrije Universiteit (Amsterdsm: 1628);
"De zin der geschledenls vanuit de openbaring," Vox Theologica, V/%
(1934); De Crisis der Humaniatische Staatsleer {Amsterdam: W, Ten
Have, 1931), pp. 111-135,

2. For Dooyewserd's eritique of Stahl ses Calvinisme en Natuurrecht;

De Zin der Geschiedenis en de 'Leiding fods' in de Historische Ont-
wikkeling {Publicaties van de Reunisten - Organisatie van N.D.D.D.,
V, 1932); '"De universaliteit der rechtsgedachte en de idee wan der
kultuurstaat," also, "Leugen en waarheld over het Calvinisms,™
Nederland en Oranje, VI (1923), pp. B1-90.
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stress relating to historiciss is Dooyewserd’s evaluation of the impor-
tance of Von Savingy in the German historical wing of law. Especially
when the historical school focused on the problam of positive lew, legal
forming, sources of law, historical foundation of the state, otc,, and
relativized structural law, Dooyeweerd felt compelled to give a broad
foundation, systemstics, and critigue of these prob1-8.3

Dooyeweerd has grest natursl abllity to live inte others’ positions
and he believes that critique involvez accounting for the traces of truth
in anothar's position in terms of one's positive systematlcs as well as
explaining why the position falls into absclutizations and wrong stresses
both at the lavel of ground-motive, theoretic presuppositions, and de-
tails, Dooyeweerd did not drop the problem of historicism, but one finds
an increasing stress on the working out of the systematics of the hls-

torical u'pecta.u Dooyewserd's increasing stress on immanent and trans-

3, Dooyeweerd, "De bronnen van het stellig recht in het licht der wets-
idee," = onaire tkunds {driemasndel}jksch orgaan), IV
(1930), pp. 1-68, Here is the most extensive trestment of the his-
toric school of law, especislly pp. 36-73. See also "De theorie van
de bronnen van het stellig recht in het licht der wetsides,”™ Hande-
lingen van de Verseniging voor Wijsbegeerte des Rechts, XIX (1932~
1933); Encyclopsedis van de Rechtswetengchap, vol, III, "De brennen
van het stallig recht," (Amsterdam: mimeo, 1962}.

L, Scme examples are: A New Critique, IT, pp. 180-365; De Wiisbegeerte
der Wetsidee, 1I, pp. 126-300; Recht en Higtorie (Assens G. F. Hum-
melen, 1938); "De rin der geschiedenic vanuit de openbaring;" '"De
vooronderstellingen van ons denken over recht en ssmenleving in de
crisis van hat moderne historisme," Themis, CX (19%4%), pp. 193-248;
"Perikelsn van een historistische rechtstheorls," Themis, CXV (1954),

PP. 25-5%; Wijsbegeerte en Geachiedenis, Referaat gehouden op de
conferentie van de Organisatlie van studenten in de geschiedenis in

Nederland te Armhes, 1957: Maststaven ter ondsrkemning wvan Pro-
grossisve sn Resctionalre Bewsgingen in de Historische Ontwikiceling

{Amsterdam: Noordhollandse Ultgevermaatschapplj, 1958); Vernlewwing
sn Bazinning, pp. 39-110, 180-192, 240-280, See 2lso eritique on
Grosn van Prinster in Verniemwving en Besinning, pp. 240-280,
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cendental critique as oppossd to a transcendent critique snd his smpha-
sis on the philosophis persnnis show the high sense of devalopment of
the element of fairneas in theorstical thought {(ethical anticlpatory
mommt) and theoretical living into or empathy (inleving)(social antiei-
patlon or paychical retrocipation) which characterire Dooysweerd from
the beginning, His readdization _ur his solidarity within the western
thought~comeunity underlies his sympathstle concern to do justice to
the other's position as well as his grateful appreciation of the insights
and discoveriss of those before him and his passion to positively con-
tinus this development,

In this ssnse one can easily find the whole hlistory of western think-
ing reflected in his work in a Way which reminds one of Hegel. As a re-
sult of these gifts the problem of historicism was not dropped ln espha-
sis until Dooyewesrd had worked out in detsil hls ovm systematies to
counteract historicimm. This partly explains the stresz of Dooyeweerd's
firat publications on the importance of an ides of law, sspecially sphere-
soverelgnty as a comsclogical corollary of this ides of 1aw.5 It was
over against Arrationalistic historicism which relativized the law slde
and destroyed norm conscicusness that Dooyewserd asserted the necessity of
an ides of law for giving the Calvinistie 1ife-and-world view a unique
style and unitive directi.on.ﬁ

Thls stress on the importance of the ideas of law as central ground-
hypethesis cannot wholly be explained by hls recognition of the impend-
ing danger from the side of historicism., Juat as important for his em-

phasis on the idea of law from the very beginning is his resction against

5, See "Het Calvinistisch beginsel der souvereinitelt in eigen kring als
staatlundipg beginsal," Nederland en Oranje, IV (1523), pp. 98-99, 1R5-
189, V (1924}, pp. 8-15, 27-31, 71-76: "In den strijd om een Christe-
1ijke staatkunde;" Calvinisme en Katuurrecht, pp. 1%-31; "De bron-

nen van het stellig recht in het Iicht der wetsidee,"
6. See "In den strijd om een Christelijke staatkunde," pp. 7-10.
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the mode ¢f concept-ferming feund in the late ratienslistic nse-Kantian
mevemant,”? Dosysweerd tried, particularly in his Juridiesl theory, te
svercome the generalising, sbatract character of nerms in the rational-
istic nso-Kantlan legal thesrists, Here he feund a split between norm
and fact, the lack of clear limits, fixing ef terrains (terrein afbaken-
ing}, the preblem of gmumality, aleng with cenfusien in respect te the
different kinds sf causality, especially physical, juridical, and merasl
causa]_ity.a In gensral, the nooesﬁ.ty of pure cencept fermatien, preper
and critical restrictien of usze of torma, spur Desyewserd en te refine
the meaning of nerm ard te spsll sut the impertance of sphere severeignty
in the fleld of jurisprudence in terms of & law ampect.

The streas en the idesa ef law and particularly sphere severelignty
{although his emphasis en sphere universality i1z ssaewhat streased even

in his first writings)? can enly bs preperly understsed, then, in his

7. Refersnces te nee-Xantisnisa are te be feund in slmest all ef Decye-

: waerd's publicatiens, Seme sxamplss are: Calvinisas en Natuurrescht;
“Calvinisme contra nes-Xantianimme," Tijdschrift veor Wijsbepeerte,
X {1926}, pp. 29-74; De Beteekenis der Wetsides vosr Rechtsueten-
schap en Rechtsphilsssphie; "Het jurldisch censaliteitsprebleea in
1t 1icht der wetsidee;" "Bereepsaisdasd sn strafvergelding in 't
1icht der wetsides;" "Ds brennen van het atelllg recht in het licht
der wetaides;" "De structuur der rechtsbeginselen an de methode der
rechtewetenschap in het licht der wetsides;” De Crisis dar Euman-
istische Staatsleer: "Norm en felt,” Themis, XCITI (1932), pp. 155-
214 (this article ha=z sxtended coverage of Kant snd his significance
for the United Nations idea); "De theerie van de brommen van het
stallig recht in het licht der wetsidee;" "Boskbespreking; Pes,
Philosophis der Wetenschappen," Vox Theolegica, XII (1941), pp. 85-
90; "Bespreking: Eranenburg, De grondslagen der rachtswWetenschap,”
Themis (1950), pp., 89-98; "Over de methede van begripsverming in
de rechtswetenschap,” Themis (1953), pp. 298-340.

B. Sese "Het Calvinistische beginsel der scuvereinitelt in eigen kring
als staatkunde beginsel;™ Calvinisme sn Natunrrecht; "Het juridisch
causaliteltsproblesm in 't licht der wetsidee;" "Nerm en felt;"

*De medale structuur van het juridisch ocorzakelijkheidsverband,"
Mededslingen der Koninklijke Nederlandse Akademie van Wetenschappen,
XIII/5 (1950),

g, See "Universallteit der rechtsgedachte en de ldee van don kultuurstaat. ™

260
rescting to historicism a3 well as neo-Kantlanism,

It is very interesting in this connectlon to note that in a few
sreas Dooyewserd's thought is still not developed at these early stages
and, in particular, in noticesble respects: the stress on the unity of
the subject side as being sup‘n-tupornllo or in other words, the concen-
tration point, his ldea of commic time,1l individuality structures,12
and, tying in clossly with the concentration point in its time transcend-

ing character, the transcendental critique.lfl It does not take lomg for

10, On p. 169, footnote 68, of thls dissertation I said that in "De struc-
tun: der rechtsbeginselen,..™ was the first appsarance of Dooyeweerd's
mature vision of time a8 a primm and supra-temporal ln its custom-
ary applicstion, It is there that the sconcentration point is formu-
lated and the unity of the law spheres is not thought of as being
solved by s direct appeal to the providentel world plan az an organ-
1sm of law spheres, Another of the first expressions is to be found
in the article "De bronnen van het stellig rechit..." This artlcle
also dates from 1930. In "De bronnen,.." we alse find the full
vigton, See pp, 10-13 for the prism idea and for the transcendent
concentration point on the subject side in "onvergankelljken trans-
cendent-religisuren wortel in hat menschengeslacht, waarin de re-
ligieuze gin-velheld oncer schepping...." On p. 12 he refers to
our individuality structurs as unity of subject (subjectsesnheid)
although he has a1} the essentisl ingredients of this soon to ap-
pear in the Wijsbegeorte der Wetsides, Alsc on p, 12 is an in-
teresting application of the term vergankelljk, in which it is
spplied to the whole cosmes, man excepted, He says, "All dingen,
dis sen leidende functie in de kommlsche werkelljkheld bezitten,
zijn vergenkelilk, begren=zd tot het tijdelljke. De memsch hesft
daarom als zoodanig geen 'leidends functie!, Heel zijn activi-
teit in deze wereld wordt bepaald deor zijn stellingname in den
onvergankellJken, religieurzen, den kosmos transcendesranden wor-
tel zijner peraconlijkheid, Tt zij in onderwerping aan Ged, tt
zij in apostasie, in afval van zijn Schepper. Daarom is leder
vergankelljk ding begrensd door de scuvereiniteit in eigen kring,
doch de mensch als zoodanig gaat onzen vargankelijken kosmos te
boven, '

11, See p. 169, footnote &8, of this dissertation.

12, For an undeveloped idea of individuality structure see “Het jurli-
disch causaliteitsprobleem in 't licht der wetsides,” p. 34, For
more fully developsd comments of Dooysweerd see De Crisis der Human-
istische Staatsleer,

19, It seems clear that this transcendental eritique does not really
develop until he sees the idez of the transcendent root on the
subject sida and the prism idea as in the two articles mentioned
in footnote 10 (above).
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thess points to come into the picture, so that by 1936 when the Dutch
sdition of the Wijlsbegeerte der Wetsides sppeared, all thase points were
prumt.lu Cn al:E these polnts there was further development but there
needed to be a sharpening of the transcendental critique and a develop-
mant of the systematics in respect to cosmic time.

The figure of the prism, so important to a symoptic picture of
Dooyewesrd's systematios, ocours very eerly, but it iz not related to
cosmlc time as a breaking law and the unity of the subject which then is
refracted to its temporal function. It is restricted to ites significance
for the wmity and diversity of law spheres or upoctl.15 The diversity
of law aspects in his early writings, before 1935, 1s not brought into
direct relation to t.tle a3 & bregking law with its bresking points in
the modal nuclel, but rather to the organism of crdinances of the cre-
ation plm.16 There sesas to be a more direct relatlon to the dlvine
creation plan or oounsel and the diveraity of law spheres., This emphasls,
however, does not last too long, as stated above,

Dooyewserd's rediscovery of Kuyper's ldea of the heartl? and with

this the development of the centrality of religion as tims-transcending

14, Dooymwesrd doss not fesl that his critique was sufficiently sharp-

wned with the appearance of De Wijshegserts der Wetsides., Ses_i

New Critique, I, p. 3.
15, See p, 179, lootnote B2, of this dlsmertation,

16, This need for unity was paramount for Deoyeweerd. For a few refer-
encea bafors 1930, aee "Vraag en antwoord," Anti-revolutlonaire
Staatiunds, (driemasndelijksch orgaan) I (192‘??. P. 292; "Het oude
problesm der Christelijk staaticunde,™ Anti-revolutionalre Staatkunde,
IT (1926), pp. 64ff,; "Leugen en waarheid over het Calvinleme, ™
p. 90; "De corsprong van de anti-these tusachen Christelijke em
humanistl=che wetgldes...," Anti-revoluti re Staatkunde, (drie-
maandeld Jksch orgaan} 1 (1927}, pp. 77{f., especially p. 88. This
is a very important sarly systematic work; many of the problems
disgussed by us are already present 1n this article, It 1s almo
good for hls evalustion of Augustine, Ses alse "Het juridisch

causaliteltsproblese in 't licht der wetasidee.”
17. 5See A Hew Critique, I, "foreword,” p. v.

266
or supra-tsmperal, oeupled with a rediscevery of the creational, cosmmie
impertance of ¥ 0o TIS as transcendental boundary funetionl8

(grens-functis) comes in his struggle to overcoms two extrsmely impor-

tant preblems for himself, Doeoyswserd saw from the very beginning that
irratienalistic historiciss and Lebsnsphilesephie (Bergson and Spengler)19
and ‘rationalistic pesitiviem and nee-Eantiapism, could only be truly
challenged 1f thelir cosmon rootugle in the dogua of the sutonomy eof theo.
retlcal theught was challenged. The impertance sof the time-transcending
cencentration psint in sverceming the critical tranacendental thinking
of nee-Kantians with their dialsctical pelarity between subject and eb-
ject with its censequent failure te evercemes the antl-thstical relatien
of theorstical theught, and thus to arrive at synthesls, necessitatad
Dasyeweerd to find a peint beyend the anti-thetical intentisnsl relation
of theeretical theught frem which synthesls could be completed, 20 Be-
¢causs he already held ts cesmic time as a bresking law which acceunted
fer the basic genera sf cesmic diversity and at the same time cencelived
of commic time as the principls ef coherence (pamernhang), as well as con-
tinuity between thess aspects there was ne resm left fer s cencenfration
pelnt within cemmic time. This cencentratlen point, with its all-em-
bracing diverse sevareign spheres, had te be seught beyond cesmic ti.me.zj'
The inspiratien fer ths supra-temporal time-transcending concentra-
tlen point seemed to come from three directiens simultanecusly. 1In the

first place, the immansncs thinkers, upon whex Deoyenioord was mest de-

18. Dooyewaserd, De Crisls der Humgnlistische Stastsleer, p. 95; #lso
"Het tijdsprobleem in de W.d.W.," p. 174,

19, Deayewserd, "Het tijdsprobless in de W.d.W,," pp. 160-162,

20, Dooyewserd, A New Critiqus, I, "Prolegomens." Alsoe, "De transcen-
dentale critiek van het wijsgeerig denken..., Phil, Ref., VI
(1981}, pp. 1-20,

»1,  Ibid,
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pendent elevated their concentration points through their absclutiring
of the anslytical functlon in their dogma of the sutonomy of theorsticel
thought above the time horiton.?2 It seems that it was via an immanent
eritique of these thinkers that he recognived the necessity of the con-
centration point being supra-temporal. 23 This he recognized as a state
of affalrs of the inner structure of theoretieal thought itself. Dooye-
wesrd never challenges the necessiiy of the supra-temporal character of
the concentration point in these thinkers, but rather, focuses on the
diversity of their pretended starting points and discredit= them as be-
ing various hypostatirzstions of modal aspects dus to the dogma of autono-
wy, and therefors, as false supra-temporal conoentration points, 2% RHe
strongly clings to what he considers to be an undeniable state of affairs
in these thinkers: if totality-oversight and also time-conscicusness i=
to be gained, 1t cennoct be gained within the commlc temporzl horizon
which precisely has the signification of belng & refraction lew for the
fullness, totality, and unity of meaning, unless one takes a point out-
side and above cosmic time, The necessity of the time-transcending char-
scter of any concentration peint 1s an undenisble featurs in all theoreti-
cal systems, Dooyeweerd thus attributes the fact that the transcenden-
tel conscicusness, transcendentel-cogito, transcendental-ego, homo-neum-
anon, the Aristotelisn notion of substance, all had this supra-temporal
character due to the inner nature of theoretical thought.25

This insight into the facets of these non-Christian theorstical

22. Dooyeweerd, De Crisis der Humenistische Stastgleer, pp. BA-117.

23, Dooyeweerd, "Het tijdsprobleem on zijn antinomledn op het immanen-
tiestandpunt,” pp. 66-69; also, "Het tijdsprobleem in de W.d.W.,"
pp. 175-181 (included here is an important footnote concerning
aevum}

24, Ibid,

25. Ibid.
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systems was, secendly, not underatandasble without the awarsness of Deoye-
weerd's redlscovery of the heart in Kuyper. It is the partioular cherae-
ter of Dooyewserd that he felt that the integral radically seriptural
character of this view ef the heart was that it stood on the boundary
between sternity and time at a point at which 1ife was undifferentiated,
cemprehended, unifisd, and unrefracted. This naturs ef the heart on the
beurrdary between eternity and time attracted Dosyeweerd's immediste at-
tentien, Tt gave him what he thought was the Christian anawer te the
stats of affairs which were invaelved in the inner naturs of theeretical
thought itself and which had been censtantly recegniced by immanence
thinking, It is interesting in this regard that Deoyeweerd dees not ac.
cept this boundary character of heart in a strict Euyperian sense. In
Deoyewserd's system the pisticel law sphers ss boundary sphers with 1ts.
cerrslated subjective falth function, hasz mere the charsoter ef being
on the beundary betwsen time and eternity. The heart, religien, and the
concentration point are given the status ef being supra-tempersl, that
is, beyond or abeve the beundary, while the pisticsl peints frem the
beundary te the cencentration point beyend.

A third impertant impetus fer conceiving of the cencentratien point
as above cesmic time is the already~discussed problem of historicism.
With religion as the supra-temporal sphers of ocourrence distinguished
sharply from the hiatorlcal aspect of time, the dominatien of historicism
could be broken, Dooyewesrd found a standing place fer the melfhood ele-
vated above the changing varigble process of cosmic continuity snd
duratien which had so peintadly and rightly besan brought te the fors by
historicism and a point eof direction for the process of unfolding, pesi-

tivizatien, becoming of historical time, with its key norms of differen-
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tistion, individusliesation, and integration.
With ons stroke Dooyewesrd had found a central and all-eontrolling
Archimedean point which snabled him to sharpen his transcendental ori-

tique and method, to unmask the autonomy of theoretical thought, to trans-

cand the dilesma of historicies, and to give integral and radical sxpres- '

sion to the reformational character of the problems of the unity of 1life
in its meaning character,

With the disoovery of this concentration point, which wasz always
clearly present in Dooyeweerd, came new understanding of the Word of
God in its integral, radical, re-forming central sense, Just as human
1ife, and with it the temporal commos, had a radical, integral, unified
center bayond comaic time, soc the Word of God could again be seen in its
acentral redirscting sense as power( fuva #'5). The Word of God as cen-
tral, integral, becauss of lts supra-temporal, 1ife-giving, re-cresting,
regenerating power, could sgain be sean. Word-revslation, ground-motive
povwer, grourd-wotive driving fores, the unifying key, could be brought
into focus,

Dating from thls development of his thinking concerning the supra-
temporal charscter of the concentration polnt, we find Dooyewserd develop-
ing his ides of central communal rellgious ground-motives as the direct-
ing powers in Western enlture, 26 Along with this retfinement of the -
postate ground-motive with its distectical character, comes the refine-
ment of hls expreasion of the reformational Christian ground-motive of

Word-revelation, This development of the notlon of ground-motives co-

26, Dooyewserd, "De vier religieuze grondthema's in den ontwikkelings-
gang van het wljsgeerig denken van het Avondland," Phil, Ref,, VI

(1941}, p. 161. Also, Vernteuwing en Bapinning, Eassim; Refor-
matie en Scholastiek in de Wijsbegeerts, pp. 17-64.
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incide=s with his sharpening of the transcendental critlque of theoreti-
cal thought and the corresponding transcendental method which today 1=
the dominating emphasls of his thought.

It wonld smseem that the reason why this dominating emphasis has
developad 1s that the rediscovery of the centril ground-motive character
of Word-revelation gave Dooyeweerd the fundamental insight into the way
nature-grace thinking, upeuia.liy as it was found in bibliclsa and scho-
lastle theologlans, could be overcome,

From kls earliest development Dooyeweerd was unsatisfied with the
bibliecistic attempt of his teachers to find the Christian view of the
state and jurisprudence in general. The relativity invelved in theclogl-
cal exegesis of biblical texts, brought to the fore pointedly through
historiciem and higher critical theologians, the sxaggeration of the '
proof-text method in appealing to Scripture, the rationalistie and ob-
Jectivistic ways of concelving of tha Word of Ged as inscripturated, the
use of Seripture invoelving problems of necessary inference, and the logl-
cism in Reformed scholastic theclogy, all comld be transcended, reformu-
lated, and eriticlzed now that the integral, radical, central supra-tem-
poral sense of the Word of God had been rediscovered. The religiocus
character of the ground-notive of Word was now seen as giving the unity
to the diversity of scriptural books and themes and as the virtual key
to knowledge.z? The central religious character of the Word of God in-
tends to make clear that man is driven to & central cheice, a religlous

choice of position in the root unity of 1ife, This meant immediately

27, Doayeweerd, "Enkele losse grepen uit de discussie ter jaurvergader-
ing, 1956," Corr, blademn, XX (June 1956), pp. H1-45,
28, Dooyeweerd, "De strijd om het schriftuvurlijk karakter van de W,d.W,,"

Mededelingen van de Vereniging voor Cglvinistische Wijisbegeerte
(Jult 19597, pp. 3-6.
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that any subtle form of autonomy ln theology could be inmasked and the-
ology as a special sclence, and sxegezisz in general, could be ssen to
be dependent on a prior rellglous choice of position,

Thus biblici=m, theclogimm, and nature-grace ground-motives were

overcomes, Posltively, this meant that theoretical thought, both as phi-

losophy as well as the special sclences, could be directed positively
by the Word of God and be truly scriptural. Chriatlan philosophy and

theoretical thinking wers possd.bl.e.

It is important in this connection to remember that Xuyper had seen

meny of these same points, namely: the importance of regeneration snd res

direction of 1ife in the root, the atress on the heart as the root of

men, the stress on the heart as concentration point (pou stou) for God's |

regeneration of the human race and the world, its boundary, partly suprase

temporal character and the importsnt discovary of the inereated function |

of falth as distinguished from religion and the heart. On one central
point Dooyewserd made a correction on Kuyper which enabled him to re-
structure Kuyper's insights somewhat. 29

Kuyper had separated regenerstion as & work of Splirit without the
Word, from regeneration through the Word. This ie particularly seen in
hiz idea of slumbering regeneration. Dooyeweerd, by closing this gepara-
tion and seeing the Word of God as spirit and 1ife, az regeneration power
in the ssnse of I Peter 3:17-21, brought out the central regenerating,
redirecting sense of the Word of God as power, A whole series of false
problematics formulated by Reformed scholastlic theology under the con-

trol of nature-grace ground-motive could be dispensed with in radical

25, Dooyeweord, "Kuyper's wetenschapsleer,” Phil, Ref,, IV (193%),
pp. 193-232.
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manner, This enabled Dooyeweerd to correct Kuyper's overemphasie on
theology, his biblicism, and other remnants of nature-grace thinking a=s
well as to counteract the strong hold which German idesli=zm had on Kuyper.

Bafore an attempt is made to susmmarize the development of Dooyeweerd
thepre are two important smphases lsft to be discussed, The first, tying
in closely with Dooyewserd's struggle to break with bibllicism in 1ts
various expressions and with theclogimm in its Reformed, Calvinistic
form, is his rather negative attitude toward Reformed theologiana, This
attitude was occasioned in a large part by his struggle in early years
with certain Calvinistic theologlans, particularly in respect to the
supposed substantial, rational cheracter of the soul and the two natures
of the Mediator, In this historiec confrontation the entrenchment of Re-
formed theology in nature-grace thinking became svident to Dooyeweerd.jo
After this struggle he saems to have developed a unique aversion towards
oiting proof-texts in his works, This is particularly noticeabls if one
comparss these works with works antedating this struggle, It is interest-
ing that this phenomenon has cccasioned critique from those still enam-
oured with a scholastic, biblicistic, and often fundamentaliastle view
of the Bible as the Word of God, However, one is increasingly impressed
wvith the all-sided appeal of Dooyeweerd to Scripture for direction and
authority. This comss out most in his earlier publications, ,but generally,
the rich biblical emphasi= is slways prasent,

Thi= trend in Dooyewserd is more than a matter for curiesity, be-

cause this affects his exegesis of the Sceriptures and results in what

0. Dooyeweerd mentions this conflict with the theologliesl faculty of
the Free University and is heppy that it belongs in the past.
"De verhouding tussen wijsbegeerte en theologie en de strijd der
faculteiten,” I, Phil, Ref,, XXIII (1958), p. 1, footnote,
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appears to be a fallure to sppreciate the revelution in the exegetical
branches of theology, especially in Biblical Theology. This seems to
be part of the reason for his fallure to correct the Influence of the
nature—grace ground-motive in respect to Ged's stemity, time, eacha-
tology, crsation, man's eternity, etc., in his thought.

The seocond emphasis ls Dooyeweerd's stress on the integral character
of ordinery experience, Nalva sxperience, as Dooyewserd views it, played
a key role from the beglnning of his work. In many respects this Christ-
lan suphasia was inherited from Kuyper. Both Xuyper and Dooyeweerd felt
s strong calling to dafend Christ's 1ittle ones snd the plain folk of
the Christian community from attack by soclence which sought ts undermine
the simple Christ-faith of believers and their jmplicit trust in the
biblical motive of the trustworthy character of the creation order and
the meaningfulness of ordinary experience,3l This Xuyperisn, biblical
emphasls snabled Dooyeweerd to break with rationalistiec sclentimm with
its uncriticel dogme of the autonomy of sclentific, theoretical thought,
which by its naturs depreciatsd ordinary expsrisnce and falsified resli-
ty. In contrast to this, Dooyewserd, like Kuyper before him, viewed
thinking as one of the zmany functions of man's total life, and thus Dooye-
weerd immediately saw the Inflnence of Logos spaculatlon on Reformed
thinking.

Ordinary experience was seen to be integral in the sense of full
and Tesl, COrdinary naive experience and the continuity of time was seen

to make it impossible for ordinary experlence to view reallty in dias-

31, For an early stage in hias development of nalve experience, in which
he has not yet come to his definitive view =as, "Het juridisch
causalliteitsprobleem in 't llcht der wetsidee," pp. 38-55. On
p. 59 he reafers to ordinary experlence as populair.
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tinguished modal aspects. Reality was experience as whole, total, and
integral, This meant that the subject-object relation was part of this
integral implicit experiencing and could no longsr be hypostatized into
a omtral polar dialectical opposition, as the sutonomy of theoretical
thought had done,

The primary datum for &ll t_hooro'd.cal thinking bheceme the rich,
fntegral, full experiencing of reality as actunally given to, and ordi-
nerily experienced by, man, In thia sense naive exparience lmew no
theoreticsl problems because ths continuity of time related 1life inte-
grally. Theoretiosl thought was seen to bs of intentlonal anti-thetical
character in vwhich resl sxperience snd reality ia broken asnder into
its structurel components in anslysis snd viewed togsther again in the-
oretical synthesis. Theorstical results could never be identified with
the full integral charscter of experience and reality as glven but could
now ba viewed cnly as s theoretical account of reality, The gegenstand
oharacter of theoretical thought was now sharply opposed to the abso-
lutized subject-ocbject relation in dialectical humanistic thought which
was now shown to originates in the autonomy of theorstical sclence, in
which was the Faustian desire for dominsation of all reality.

Thesa points of nalve experisnce and the gegenstand relation ere
all important for Dooyeweerd, not only for understanding the transcen-
dental method, but also for the understanding of Seripture, which for
Dooyaweerd always sppaals to the heart in the langusge of naive experi-
ance, which 1s the hermeneutical key for theclogy as a science., The
importance of this emphasis is impossible to overrate not only in Dooye-
wesrd's development, but, more importantly, for its reforming power in

the Christlan 1ife, This emphesls is in his writings from the beginning
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and remained to a great extant unchanged.

This early view of the integral character of nalve expsrience did
not mean that he h'nd clearly seesn and forrulated the nature of the
concentration polnt of nalve experlence. The ides of the sipra-tesporal
character of the root of 21l experience following this discovery of the
time transcanding concentration peint postdates Dooyeweerd's amphasis
on the nature of naive experience and the gegsstand relatlion. 32 Tnis
discovery enabled him to sharpan his transoendental critique snd alsc
to unify and develop his work on individuality structures,

In summary now of Dooyeweerd's development we can polnt to twe basic
lines, The first to make its appearsnce was the idea of law especlally
with the doctrine of sphere soversignty., This Euyperian stress on the
lord's ordinances and the lmportance of sphere sovaraignty” Appears,
however, with the important correction that sphere sovereignty 1s now
used in a modal commological way and is no longer restricted to spheres
of =oclety as it was in Kuyper, This stresa is used to evaluate the
natural law tradition and to come to the clear mowledge of the true
terrain and normative charscter of jurisprudence, Accompanying thls is
Dooyeweerd's strass of naive experience reflected in his concernm with
a Calvinistic world-and-life view which would reflect the unlqueness of
the Calvinlstic stress on God as soverelgn creator and lnr-givar.:w

Involved inextricably with this use of his idea of law in respact to

32. Dooyeweord, "Het juridisch caussliteitsproblesm in 't 1icht der
wetaides,™ passim,

33. Veenhof, In Kuyper's Lijn {Goes1 Oosterbaan & Le Colntre, 1939},
passim,

%, It is interesting to note the change in emphasis from world-and-life
view after 193 to theoretical philosophy, sspecilally in contrast
to Popma's emphasis on world-and-life view {Levensbeschowwing,
a1l 7 volumes).
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cosmologioal eplatemological problems is the emphasis from the firast
on the gegenstand relation, The eplstemological implicatlions of sphere
soverelgnty are applied to the logos aspect of reality, espscislly in
con{rontation wlth concept formation as this had been developed by the
nec-Kantians sand phenomenclogy, 35

The second line comes to the fore when Dooyeweerd formulates the
totality, unity, and fullneas o.r meaning on the subject side as the
wpra-temporal concentration point. This brings with 1t a sharpening
of his transcendental method and critique, a further bringing to focus
of the gegenstand relation, cosmic tiue.36 and the ordsr of before and
after of the modal aspects, Along with this second main line, the ground-
motives come into foous with more critique on nature-grace thinking and
theology, and, accompanying this from his aide, his view of the Word of
God.,

As thess two main lines develop side by side, we find Dooyewaeerd
characterizing his phllosophy more and mors in terms of the second main
smphasls, i.e., in tarms of the comcentration point, the ground.motive,
and the transcendental eritique, His emphasiz on characterising all
systems as having an impllcit or explicit idea of law recedes someswhat
into the background and the emphasie is put on transcendental eritique

and ground-motives,?? Aleng with the stress on ground-motives seexs

35, Dooyeweerd, "Het juridisch causaliteitsprobleem in 't licht der
wetsidee,” pp, 36ff., where he uses the term "logos" to describe
the lLogical aspect.

36. With this second line the emphasis is placed mere on sphere wniver-
sality than sovereignty, so that the stress is on the transcenden-
tal direction, opaning process, disharmony in the disclosure pro-
cess, and the dynamies of meaning polnting to the supra-temporal
self,

37. Van Riessen desls with the problem of the shift of emphasis in
Dooyewsserd in "Over de betekenis van de watsides in de wijsbegeerts,"
Phil, Ref., XXX (1965).



277
ts go a lack of emphasis on a world-and-life view that was characteris-

tio of his early writings.

These twe nuirll 1ines go on tegether and previde the totsl and uni-
fisd theorsticsl vision by which Dooyeweard then develops his theory
concerning modal aspscts and individuality (especially societal) struce
tures in latsr yeare in termas, generally, eof the first line,and dove-
tailing with this, his histerical ecritique and evaluatien particulerly
in the light of the three ground-metives, With the seocend maln line
comes the inoreasing scumenical character of hia work,® The first
1line as foousing en the law idea was thought ef as previding leading
ideas for a mers distinct and unified Calvinistic life-styls and werld-

view,

38. Dosyesresrd, "Het oscumenisch-reformatorisch grond-motief." p, 14,
Eere he speaks of his first period of philosophiming, i.e., before
he discovered the transcendentsl critique, Instead of the emphasis
on the wetsidee he weuld rather have the philesephy stamped as
christelilke trmscmdmt%e filesofie, This 1s the point that is
questionsd by van Riessen (previeus footnote), We begin to aee
the mecond perisd arise in 1930 with the discevery of the prism
and the supra-temporal cencentration point, and the root unity
on the subject side, The transcendental character of his thlnking
quickly develops from thls time.




