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The Reformed Churches
and Christian Higher Learning

{PART I}

In his ariichos Tor Trowal & Sword (0c, Mov, Dec,
1881) Ban Aldridge has extonsively surveyed (hs
variegated rofationship betwesn the church and
“parg~church™ crganizalions. He has raisod some
imporiend isaues of principle concarning the re-
latignship between the Relormed Churches and
HUch -ﬂ:ga.nl:dn:-:u'ls. Im this prticlo | wiah o axjend
the range of the discussion by focusing wvpon thi
spacial relptionahip which axists babaeean the Ao
formed Churches of Ausiralia and ils own “para-
church® organization: ihe Association bor a Christian
Limiveraity, | wish 10 arges that the Felormed
Churches have, in laci, becema a para-church
organization in this gne important respaect,

I fulll weadl roalizs thal iy anabysis wdll bring 1o
mind atternpis lo redorm and proncuncerments aboul
rafoem thal hane amerged In reformed chiirehes at
othr timsas mnd in other places. But | must confess
that my mim is not to domand the refarm of the
RAelormed Churchas of Australia, ssan thowgh |
hawe had contacts with roformied churches and
organizations for same lime. As a christian cutside
tha Aeformed Churches, | recognize that the one
godng redomm of the church is 8 calling within the
prowincs of the kayal sons and daughters of this nats
yet-thirty-paars-old denamination.

... the Reformed Churches of Australla
havae hitherto played an iImportant form-
ative rola in the promotion of christian
scholarship, ...

I writs this 08 & supporter of the developmant of
truly chaiglian scholarship, and | baliges that tha
Bafcemed Churches of Australia have hitharo
played mn importand Tormative nols in tha promotion
of christinn scholarship, and, | alao beliewa, ey will
continue bo do So. The quastion is not whadbes aha
will cenfribute bul rather how she el confribute
according to her padicular responaibility. Though
there may woll 0o crificiams of what | wiite hare in
ferma of its shyle and content, | would proier ihis
aEnalysis &8 that of & cheistian social sclamtist, snd |
hiopa Ehat if will b considared on that basis,
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My proposal far relorméng tha contriiation made
Ery tha Red creniasd Churchas of Australia to promoting
chrigtiam gcholamship 18 1his:

Owarturn, in lowa, 1he Synodical Decision mads
af Uivarsiona, 1954, which prapafad 1he way 1or
the estabiéshmant ol the Associaticn lor Gheigtian
Highar Education on a Cabdnistic Basis, which
has since givan Sedsions the powar bo oommil
anting congregations 1o corparale suppon of,
and membarship in, the association and insbead
conduct wour chiurch attairs, in relation 1o higRas
aducation, in accordance with the sound prine
ciplag of tha Chisnch Ordar:

*PART Il Seclion A ArL2T7.a

Each asgambly shall axancisa its ecclasiastical
authonity in keaping wilh i3 san character ard
damain, in obedience 1o Christ, the only Hesd of
His chunch.

A0 a

An assembly shall deal with ecclesiastical matiens
in an ecclesiastical mannar™

Lot th sessions give active amd ongoing
abtarticon ta the christian training requined for all
church office-boarers, including pastors, and
make previdion al sesslonal, classical mnd
synodecal Mvels lor tha ongoing viability of such
courses of training withow! exceeding the imirs
fwhd ool & dse Church Order and withool covme
mifiieg aakire songregations 1o mombarship in
the Association for 8 Chrigtinn Universdly. Thareby
It the Reformed Churchoes of Asgtralip unams
biguioudly ancourage it peopla from the scrip-
turas 10 588 with dnpas of Taith Thal recognize that
a truly frea christian university anfenprise gaing
ita scholady affice from Cheist and not through
ary chidrchly ssseciation, Infleancs or conlbral,

.. fof Kuyperthe various, social spheres
have their own lagitimate office granted
them by Christ, ...




From a reading of the above mantonad Symodical
Decisdong of 1954, i isnowvery hard (o see how The
Refarmaed Chunchas of Australia ware than actually
speking o promote Kuypers wision of sphare
sgveraignly: for Kuyper the varigus social sphares
hawa thair cwn legitimate office granted tham by
Chirisl, without the madiation of any instition ke
thei Shurch.

But | baliews thal this iz 1he vision which, ta a
large extent, guided the Synod, even though the
hang run eflect of their sclution has beon 1o conliict
with any conaisient public assertion ol “sphers
sowaraignty”, A ihis sanse tha Ralormed Cherchas
Symod of 1854 is to be given 1he honour which is s
dud. By this destision the Synod achually infreduced
an arganized responss o Kuyperian principles on
Ayegiradian soil, Bt loat we romantically lapse info
giving honow whare it i3 pot due, we should note
ihal the manner inowhich Synod chotoe 1o act in
npgard o higher sducation has led to the situation
ooy wihena;

{1) the Relormad Churches of Australia by their
invalvermant at a congregational leel B, what i
no, the Asaociatian for o Christian Uk brersity,
i In confiict with 17 e idea that christian scholar-
ship shauld be able fo unbfald, wider Chist,
“sovareign in its Swn sphere”,

(2} as far a8 tha $latus of the Reformed Chiurchas
ik @ Church of Christ I8 concormed, this invalvie-
mant in ACU I8 in conflict with it ewn Church
Crdor,

Moreowar, Kuyper had Tashioned his view ol
“sphere soveralgnly” B such a way as 1o brng
christion social principbes nto Ihe public discussion
of hix time. Whilst the Syrcd of 1954 may wall havi
conskdared that thair actions wauld have helped to
being aboul o changs in christlan thinking abouw
“higher education” in this land, actunlly “sphans
Siwaresgnty” has remained & privale Bsus within
ihe Roformpd Churches. In fact Aelormed Church
mambars fave, by this decision, beon anCouTajed
R0 Enirk theal they can discharps 1Fair responsibilitias
to “highar leaming” wia the church,

The deaire of Synod was 1o svesd lulure possinle
confiict. Condlict would arise, they decided, if, aler
establishing a denominaticnal iraining colege i hey
warg confronted by the esiablishment of an
asscclation o promate o christian unhersity, But
thig pood Intantion has Aot become reality. And in
my apinkan this goed intention has fallen 10 tha
ground procissdy becausa tha charch has been
allowed to overslep s lowiul Bmits and use is
corrolling powaes in “Righer learning™,

Ther Litbverstone Synod whasthed with b question
of eraining for mindgtey, It rajacied the idea thal such
Iradning should take place in a “dencminational
Coliegn”, Howavor we must ask whaihir & chieich-
contiolled programme lor the training of Hs office-
Dearens i identical with the concept of a denomin-

atignal colfege? And ia nod such training withis the
sphore of the iask of ihe church?

I pdfect the Synod ihen rejscted ths kstorical
example of Calin Colege and Seminary of tho
Chaistian Astormad Church in the United States of
Amenca {a denominational college) end sought o
b guided in their programma by the special re-
lafianship which hnd pertained bobwaan he Gona-
farmedrde Kerken and the Theological Faculty of
tha Wnje Univerafteil in Amsbardam.

This hiatoncal dfcussion of what the Ulverslone
Synod originally inbended might tempt some bo
obsorve that curmman] temds B the Beformed
Churches have ensured thad the original intantion
o ihe Liverstond Synod has adeady boon over:
turreged mnd thep Fedlormed Chorches and bhe
Asscolndion for @ Christipn Univarsity aea now
commithed to the Narth American madal, Tha s ned
my point

‘Wt | am arguing far is a closer commitment of
1hix chursh (o the chunch ondar &0 that membenship
N A congrepaticnh coes not gel contused wilh
mambarship in any voluntary asscciation. That is
watry | g that the Aelormed Churches of Auginalia
via its Association for a Christian University con-
nection has itsel Bocome a para-church body, and
it this means that | am being critical of relarmaed
chunch iraditions on both sides of tha Morth ARlantes,
than 8o B it

I A Becand article | intond to relate the sbave
miakher bo owr current sibuation in “higher learming®,
toacher irpining and 1R schools.

Bruce C. Waamea.

DHd you know ithat ... #

In an aversge Mih-grade classroom of 30 childran
thiera will be an akghl year spresd betwaen the Begl
ard the poores! readars,

In a typlcal yoar-seven clasaroom students read
tram third 10 elevanth grade Ieveds

W'hail dho wou 4o wilh ihe bag norereadens in your
grada’?

Hors i wou cops with those childran whos ana
bored with the reading pace in your classmoom?

Trneso and athar quastions ares nngwenad fae yau
by attonding a workshap entitied HOW TO DEAL
WITH READING (MFFERENCES.

Ged your Education commitlee, Sessicn or your
Sunday school superntendent 1o get Furthar in-
formation amd o book seme leachar training work:
zhops for tho tRRChers in your congregntion.

Far furthar informatien write 10 E.MILT.
TEACHER TRAINING . 155 Yark Faad, M. Evaden,
AT96, Phorse: 03] T3E 1380,
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The Reformed Churches
and Christian Higher Learning

{ PART IT)

tn my provipus arfiche | have discussed the
relationship which parlaing bateaan 1he Balormad
Churchas and chrtian schodarghip | have argusd
my chsa by refordng 1o Kuyper's view of "spherg
soversignty”, but mlso, most importantly, by citing
fher CHRurch Oirder. The Ralarmed Churchas o
Ausiralia in satling up, &nd linking thamaehos with,
the Association for b Chrgtinn Lnivarssty, hawe
dony somathing which ks contrary o the church
arder, Now, comrscting 1his will kave to como affar
carelul action and opén discussion withan he He-
farmad Churchad, Bul 1 my angument conopring
1he Churgh Crclgs 5118 lpaves some people wavering,
| wauld now bk to turm 10 the warld of sducabion
and scholarship, which lies jusl sutside the con
fimes of tho AGLL and show how ihe RAelarmad
Churches, via Ehodr ACL connection, have In &ctwal
fact shaped chaalian scholarship and chriglian
adusation in &n unhelplul manneT,

«Clraformational scholarship”™, ... should
no longer be viewad as a scholarly trend
limited to Reformed Circles only.

Bt I'siah by amphasize ol tho gutsed thind | donot
imiply that lensions and controvwersies within
wihat | call red-Calvinism arg Eha only Elqnlﬂﬂ-u.nl..
rar gvan tha mosl significant, tengions and con-
trovarsias for tha davelopmant of radically Chaatian
schofarly enierprise in this land, Anyore psare of
1P e dingg journals in philasopy and social aciance
will nony replipe thal “ralormational scholarahip”,
whilst stilla small movement, scademically speaking,
should o loenger ba viewed a8 a scholardy trénd
Bimited 1o Ralormsd Gindad anly, What atarted oul
a8 npcecalvimiatic philcsophy s now claarly some-
thirmg far mone significant knd wide-renging than a
mére sub-cultural attempd to redorm a fradifion of
Refarmed thoughl In ikts oulneach, christian schaolar-
#hip, bo tha degras kel it solaing 18 Biblical base,
will maks & strong claim o being inaly eoemanical
Ini fnct @ may wall be able fo throw & strang light
upon proviouds altempts 19 develop a christian
acumsnicity which have lallad 1o mast 1R bEblecal
fEguenamen g,

And camirg 10 beday's siation. 1heqa &re Eho
Tangiona and comngverses that have prisan inwhat
| hava termad neso-cahvinksme | am nat oty relarring
harefo the Rela med Churchaa but also b christan
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schood movemant, 1ha Inslitizte for Christian Edu-
cation and anoiber crganization whose relationshia
b BB sl o4hees s not ahways bedn mada Clear
tha Foundation 1of Chrigtian Sehalgrghip, The
Foundation far Christian Scholarship, tha Assoc-
iatian har a Christan Unessraity and reprasanaiives
al the schools participate togethes on o Come
missionwhich oversess 1Rhe wors ol the Institule for
Christian Educalion

Viilh a complex inlar-weaaving i the “managerial™
and “directorahip™ leval, it would be patently aim-
pligfic 1o assen thatl the RAeslormod Churches
iBagitimabe involeement in hegher Farning. via iis
ACL conmections, 15 tha sale cavse far the lansicna
wia are currenly facing In the cheglian schogl
movement. Mos will thass lensions and conirosarne
08 simply evaporate tomomgw o the Reformed
Chisnchas decided 1o dis-esinbish Rsalf irom ACU
| [ pl'lﬂl,'.lnlﬂ A rirsar.

... clear the ground for an open and
frank axchange of opinions ...

... concerning the kind of christian
scholarship that christians should be
promoting.

But | do think th i has gol Something 1o do with
ihe parplazing problams and (ensicns we lace, And
it i@ to the Raftgrmed Churches' stracioral opne
lribulegpn 19 this controversy 1hat | wish 10 dras
attenticn. Soma might think thal my mothve in
wriling thid i+ 1o pufl tha cage lor & naa Chrslian
uniarsity crganization in the forefront That is nat
mry intentipn, Thi reason | write this is to contribute
to a discussian which i Wilema) 1o 1he Relarmed
Churches concarning how tha churgh arger should
lumchion im g lite, and by 8o dolng clear the ground
for mn coen and frank exchange of Gpinions in Sur
milkde] concarming 1he kind o christian scholorship
that chriglians ahould b promabing.

In tha chrislisn schood movamean) it has long
B &n aatanliahed principle that the schools ans
paranconnalied — meaning nedther stale-conlrolied
rov church-conmrolled — &nca i ig o parenis 1hat
Chrigl gheas i auiPoeity 10 Sieact the education of
thapir childran, This has gained a wide acceptanca
thrpughowt 1he christian school commanily, nod
lens! becausa Belormad Chsrch poopds hnve cone



tributed 10 the developmant of thass schools in &
Cheigt-caritied, father than church-conined, mannes,

Bt what has happerad in the area of “higher
learning™? Since sesslons have, via 1heir “congre-
pational mamberahip” in ACL, commitiod entire
congregations bo corporaie support of ASL, aocod-
ire] 10 the provisions of the ACU conatitution, con-
gragations have been taught, by sxample i nel by
precepl, (hat thedr responsibiity to contribute o
christian highor leamsng can be fullilled by this
churchiy lnk

The ambiguity deapans when it is considerpd
ihat, whergas schodling can develop as parent-
contraliad, the ACU form of highor-dearming is sub-
mch o charclh canmal in a fendamanial 38nss.
Mareover through ACURS participation in ICE pnd in
ite own plans to develop & leacher training facilty,
wi s That the Redcemned Churchas, whils) paying
lip-agrvice o ~“paren-controled schools™ an the
basis of “sphare sevenaignty”. ane attually exercising
ecclesinstical controd over the direction of this
aspect of chistian schooling, namty whene Righer
education is concerred with the feaching of the
tesiuc htrrs,

There is indeed & lol of enerpetic good inbantions
involved in the Rofoemed Churches' attempls to
coniribwle. Bul good ntenticns, a5 we all krow,
cannol be an affective substiute for ek of per
cEplion &s 1o the lormalive consequences of thage
infiatives. The fact that Relormed Church sessions
are mambers of ACL must imply lo the church
mambers that & church-contralied teachers colibge
i prederable to a “lrea” chiatian teaches trainirg
Instibuticn. In this way the sessicna membership ol
ACL lpads 10 & ssiluation in the Bedormad Churchas
where ICE is consigersd to be somehow suspect
E_muul!llm"ﬂurr.Inlm“ylut'nmmunf

When christians act not knowing in which
capacity they are discharging their res-
ponsibilities, then somathing is wrong

By ways such as thess the aflective church
polity of the Reformiod Churehes with regard fo
“higher laaraing” greas the closr imgression that it
is 1he Church's involnament in theso areas which
kisops tham from gairg “off course”. Bl this modip
of involvemant ghves groat and powerlul suppar to
christizns, Bodh in hér own denominalion and alas-
whera, thal 1hey should paricipate in these non-
church sclivitiss on tha basis ol thedr church
allpgiance. When christlans make such assertions,
or gven imply such an approach, 1hen wie maust aak
whether In fact they are being led by the right
chrigtian vishon When christions act nat knowing In
which capacity thay are discharging their respan-
sibililfes, than somathing is woong structurally, if net
mativatichally, with i he way we have arganized our
social regponaibilities

But abvigualy nol al membars of the Redormad
Churches o along with thelr church's polity con-
carning church irvobrament in “higher leaming™.
Wall ever half the memborship of FCS, which has
brn 881 up a8 a wvolundery association with no
spocinl establishad relaticnship with any charch or
@roup of churches, aro also members of the He-
larmed Churches. They also hawe 1o ba, as | have
Poinled Gut. pamicipants in, ifnol ndividual members
od, the Association for & Christian University. As a
voluntary association FCS does nal, indeed need
na, masuma Ehat all imeedead in devaloping and
promoding christinn scholarahip will nacaasarily
join. But for those membars o FCS, wha are alao
mamibars of ke Reformed Chuerches, n rathor
sirginad and Siflicuft silualion emarges in the medst
of aur currgnt bensions. In FECS they anre in lact lied
via their membership geclaralion 10 & nofa-church-
cantrtd mode of christian scholarship By 1heir
Redormend Charch mambérship thay are tied 1o a
church-contraiiad mods of christian achalarship.

Mow lest anyong thing (matl the aflualion can be
simply reschood, or that the currenl situalion can
cantinue, withoul tensions, lel them rellect upon
thds Ll that a signidicant numbsar of mindsters of tha
FRodormed Chiarches of Australia are also meambars
of FCE, b of whom are 840 Synodical deputies 1o
the Refcemed Theological College and olhers in-
temataly myalved in ACU affalrs. Morgover, alficn
bearars in FCS have alss been knoan [o have hald
“individunl” mambarahip in tha Assccialion for &
Christian Univarsity.

1t ray not be oo lar-tabehed bo sugoest that swueh
pinople invahved in both grganizations are cparating
with o wary hivavy burden on their shouldars. As far
as fullilling thoir responsibiliies for PEOMsDEing
chaiglian scholarship is concemed they hove to
come b3 Lerma, aconer o [ater, wilh the fact that
thay are promeding conllicling views &8 to the
Aature of the promoticn of chistian scholarship, |
wiuld Sugipest that this burdan might be lesscned
congidarmby il the sassions kapt bo 1her G od-ghan
eccloslastical puthority, as this is mosd clearly spelt
il in tha church ordar, ard on a paint of principle
rafused to commil entire congregalions to “oon-
pregaticnal membershis” in the Assocaaticn lor
& Christian Univoraity,

I Enaw that what | wrile here ig confentioss | pm
fully aware that | am implying that ihe Refarmed
Churches ifegitimate commitment to AGL s par of
the de-loumad contest which has allowed tha dis-
puiation i Eha schools bo grow. And as long as such
a contex! is provided By the chusch polig 1he
Ralormed Churches ara helping b fusl the fires of
conkeEniian

For inafancs (e imputed "Dooyawserdianism™
of Isaders of ICE has bean in tha tiring ling for soma
fima. The sedous charges and counlarchanges
have med all baen emanaling from the ranka ol
Rodormed Church members. Bul  substantial
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allegatpns hawp Deon levelad by some who ang
msmbars of the Rsdormed Churchss againat athars
who are alss mambers of tha Redormad Churches
And &8 10/ &8 SH8R0OMNE 08 COMMmIlling [heir cone
aregations o corporate support of (e ASSociation
lor m Cheistimn University thay willl find it difficult 10
adjudicate with the requisite chostian impatiaity.
This is & cléar reason why thé Relcrmed Chunrchas
musl give active considaralom B0 Thair own redor
malian in this anpa

.o thiz church, the servant of the gospeal,
... NAS her task limited and defined by
the gospal itsalf, ...

“Congragational mambarahlip” in tha ACL mair-
l&ing the churcheas in e ambiguous posnion o
gacadding s propor limilad authonty, And whion
iR church, the servant of tha gosped, mo longer has
har task limidted and defined by tha gospel s, and
hinks gha can ansung 1he christianization ol non
churchly life by disregardirg har God-given limiis,
thizn thare B no guaranies agains! o great havoo
baing wrowght in congregations, in indenduals and
in all spheres of lite

To thosa wha susport the promaticn of christian
achalarghip on grourds ol principle and who Find
ihpmaalves in ihis pmblguous pogilbon, | can anly
suggast that thoy should, with christan circum
dpachon, lasd swth steps as ares necessary o
angund an open and conatructive pediticning of
saasNg, claspes and gynsds on Ehis matler, Chuseh
miembershig im the Aefarmad Churchos should ot
anlasl membanship n the Associationiora Christian
Limearsidy, Bul 1he Ssude mus! be siressed with
genuine concern (o find o solulion: nol by way of

CoOMpromias whch Swodps principles undad the
carpsd for shot-term gaing, but with a humbile,
submission ta1he reguirements of tha church arcaer
ard a dasp lows for thair church

Congregations &5 such cannat properdly belong
1o any body athar (Rhan BG the wided inalifulions!
charch. I thy devicn of “congregaticnal member:
ship® Is valld then thare 5 no barier to congre
gatianal mambarship in Palitlical Parias, woroaog
arganizations, sl

Ky supoestions abave may be halplul lar soms
wiaalling with e podplesing i3gues ol Our Cunmant
conteEnfions. Apad from tha oot that no one growp
or piersan can claim thal thay By ol cont ribulisd
19 aur Righly charged Siuaticn, 1hens il rgmaans.
gorious chargos and coundar-chares aleging
dapartiera froen the faith. These matters must be
gl with in the peoper phacs 0 an apen, chaniabla
and longiving spirit Maregear, thare ane alvays the
schotarly pournala inwhich pcademics can conhnan
philogophical adversaries with The chivalraus and
aan hand-hitlireg criligue wit hive comid 10 Alsociate
with reformational sshalamship. AnRd i, a8 soma
s&em bo imply. asacciation wilh the philpsophcal
iravamsanl of Docgawssrd and Vallanhowen con-
slilutes horesy, A devialion from the teaching ol
Raformed Conlessions, than (hers has baan planly
o opportunity 1o changes 10 b laid, cloarty and yn
ambiguously, in tha cpurts o 1hs chunch,

Mearrwhid, a8 a scholar ifeghvid B Chistisn
socinl soianca, & Supportar of christinn schools with
A raformaaticnal view of tho church's placs insociaty,
| inkie myy ploce as & fnand ol and alongaids olFfsr
“dodorendan” within, the Reformed Chuorches of
Apniralia who saak her good

Bruce C Wearno,
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