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thesaltoftheearthis ndoplate Qﬂhemasses

“Happy are you when people insult you and persecute you and tell all kinds of evil lies against you because
you are my followers.

Be happy and glad, for a great reward is kept for you in heaven. This is how the prophets who lived before
you were persecuted. You are like salt for all mankind. But if salt loses its saltiness, there is no way to
make it salty again. It has become worthless, so it is thrown out and people trample on it. You are like

light for the whole world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. No one lights a lamp and puts it under a
bowl; instead he puts it on the lampstand, where it gives light for everyone in the house.

In the same way your light must shine before people, so that they will see the good things you do and
‘praise your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:11-16)

¥4 In the common way of thinking, religion is something like a preservative. It keeps you preserved until you get to heaven, and

|

with its hopes of a ‘spiritual’ nature it allows you to hold on until you get there. Right?

Religion is not so much to do with the daily goings on — rather it is something that you have that makes you feel secure and
happy and contented. Something like an extra dimension. And though we would reject the conclusions he came to, Karl Marx
wasn't far off the mark when he observed, “Religion is the opiate of the masses.” Right?

Continued inside p. 2.
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Life is so bad and fearful and such a hopeless affair - the most we can do
is to hold onto our religion - like Linus and his blanket - while the world
crumbles about us. Right?

Wrongl Jesus did not con31der life like that.
Jesw's

Aa:-eheegh—be-was_tpulyn_s:he_man—eﬁ—seppewe—%e‘ commandtad® his disciples,
foreed—then to look at IOMA® their tasks in llfe, 3

Fmr-another—way
—aliogether. O .Sorvwﬂ\u\g whuch Nguowd Ve w/m’lchtm}w{ mldMthOn
’anszder yourself happy, when you are persecuted.”

Jesus tells his disciples that part of their reward for following after Him
is that they - together - perhaps as a persecuted minority - were going to
find it hard to get on with others. In fact he prophesied that those who
. were his followers would be treated with contempt, despised, wiped off as
rubblsh (v II, I2). And they were told further (I0:I17-I8) ,

’%eware of men for they will deliver you up to councils, and flog you in
their synagogues and you will be dragged before governors and kzngs for
my sake, to be a testzmony before them and the gentiles.”

- T contanpiiann

: The d&sc;ples of Jesus are to do and brlng to,fulfillment the ancient
initiatives of Father Abraham (John 8:3I-47). They are to follow on in the
- same obedience to the heavenly father. ‘And when they hear this word of

their Master, telling them that they will be despised for His sake, they

are to understand that they in fact are the means by which the LORD'S :
omglnal pr'omlse to Abram would be fulfilled. W fack, Hu LORD Huarne e tables

—8EFORE TH C -
L LTl muoﬁvxmwg O(—\Fu‘j@av& To Do ( ) (Gen. THI-5)
Jesus clearly places his dlsc1ples in a central place, 1ndlspen<able in
the fulfslllng of His Mission. They are not to hide, shrlnkln from a blg-
bad worl Jesus tells his disciples that <he®r following him will be in
the oper p:e::se%y because of thléﬂggézgktlon : the authorltles
take willybe 1n the open too..  The authorities - men like them__>w1ll Cake

strong and publlc action against them —(WMAM M\AQLW h e Q;' “)>

To follow Jesus therefore has nothlng to do w1th being preserved.

Listening attentlvely to His Word, we ave left ‘with the unmistakeable
conclusion that to follow Him is to be - preservative. And we hear Jesus'
-words to his dlSClpleS : :

’Tou are the salt of the earth; but if salt has become tasteless how. shall
you restore its saltness. It is no longer strong enough, and the only
thing left to do is to discard it altogether, as it is stamped by men into
the ground "

Salt has no expression of its properties unless it is in somethlng. In
exactly the same way Jesus' disciples, are nothing, have no effect, and
their character remains unexpressed, unless they are in reiatdépm tp the
world. This New Way is nd\retreat to the caves of the mountains - no Svmple
turning to the safe confineX of the bedroom to be alone and holy.

(Though such retreats have their place - Matt. 6:6, 2u4:15-28)
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Jesus, in telling his disciples that they are salt, refers them to their
creaturely existence which some way or another has to be in the world.

Now salt, it will be recognized, cannot be preserved simply bec NSE it is

a preservative. If it stops preservative-action, then it stops. It ceases
being salt. Then it is foolish toc talk of salt. Those who listen to Jesus'
words don't have to worry about being preserved, they are preservative.

That is their existence. That is their mission. Jesus' Word guarantees
His followers existence, as salt.

In trying to be preserved, in trying to gain a measure of preserved existence,
man goes agalnst that which by God's Grcce(}n Chrlst)he is. Imveivedare all
who hear Jesus' words - even those who turn-against Him. They must hear his

X N .
word to their own destruction. vt ‘nvolvad

And Jesus' words always come to fulfillment, ewg=—ZOAzDi—wi-.h the fall of
—Jenusadem. Salt which has lost its taste is no good for anything anymore

except that it be thrown down and trodden under foot by men. The national
fibre promised to the Jewish race through Abram (Gen I2:2) W& disappeared.
Jerusalem was trodden down. Jesus prepares his own followers for the future
and to the degree that they truly listen to his words they will be true
descendents of Abraham, with a resilience in their life which the authorities
will come to resistl The blessing of the Lord to Abraham, will be fulfilled
by the disciples who\realize the meaning of THE LORD'S command - .
bov fox W{’\Ad«*\:\u‘ A s Fo goun prct oy OR
Again Jesus shows those who listen. "You are the light of the world."
And just as they cannot but be in relation, as salt, they are to understand
that they cannot but be in the open as light. A city which is placed on
such & strategic position as the side of a hill, cannot be hid. The power
of the position is evident for all to see. Likewise, those who are followers
of Jesus, those who hear his words, are placed, set in office, installed.

Such a setting up has great implications. It cannot be hid. It is a matter

of having been placed strategically. A city set on a hill is no easy, secluded
thing. It is open. In the same way the life of the Way is to be open, un-
concealed, public, shown to all the world, to all of life. Actions and
initiatives show who we are. They show the wisdom and insight involved in

the original strategic placement. They show whose command it was which got

us into our present powerful position.

Constructive action which is taken on the basis of a strategic initiative,
will goa long way to bring honour to the One who orlglnated the establishment
chEeﬂé—ty' The achievements of a city' in large measure(expresg)the wisdom

%ess ounding father{ lo.% dowr .

In the same way the purpose of a house-light is not solely to allow one to
measure the amounts of meal in a container. The light is to light the whole
house. The lamp will throw light on the life of the entire household so that

- men may make thei®eValuations. It shows the life- -style of the inhabitants.
Like the light of ehe lamp stand which shines upon all that is in the house,
so this New Way is to work itself out in the details of life.

r’—And the sum of the witness 1s as follows: C;&vax5¥»—Q{LLUDU{N$ é}) H\Q CLAC
haow o Wovdh 6ﬂ3 lovd .

T% "Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works;
YV oand- gzve glory to your father -whseh—se in heaven."
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Those who hear Jesus' words must give the glory to the Father. This is the
way that men will come to give glory to the Father, when they see the good
works that give glory to the Heavenly Father. : ,

This is no "you in your smaZZ corner " mentality. It is one corporate light,
with 'your' good works and 'your' father. By so doing,this is the way which
the Father in Heaven is to be glorified.

Bruce Wearme




